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Runways of Progress: How Africa’s Aviation Events Are
Fueling a Continental Takeoff

In the dynamic world of African aviation, something exciting is unfolding—not just in the skies

but on the ground, in boardrooms, ballrooms, and beneath the bright lights of conference halls.

Aviation events across the continent are no longer mere annual gatherings; they’ve become

powerful engines of transformation, shaping Africa’s aviation future one session, one

connection, and one breakthrough at a time.

From route development forums on the shores of Zanzibar to innovation expos in Kigali, these

gatherings are making a tangible impact. They’re not just sparking conversations but

catalyzing real change—helping airlines open new routes, encouraging airports to embrace

sustainability, and giving voice to a new generation of African aviators. This is more than

networking—it’s nation-building from the runway up.

One standout example is AviaDev Africa, which this year (2025) unfolded in the stunning

island setting of Zanzibar. With over 500 delegates, 36 airlines, and more than 1,200 pre-

arranged route development meetings, AviaDev proved itself not only as a marketplace for air



connectivity but as a cradle of collaboration. Hosted by the Zanzibar Airports Authority and the

Commission for Tourism, the event brilliantly merged aviation strategy with destination

marketing, yielding discussions that historically result in real routes taking flight.

Next up on the continental calendar is the Aviation AFRICA Summit 2025, set for September 4

–5 in Kigali, Rwanda. This summit underscores Rwanda’s growing stature as an aviation hub

and showcases the continent’s forward-thinking momentum. The 2025 edition will highlight

themes such as Advanced Air Mobility (AAM), electric vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL)

aircraft, Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), and the application of artificial intelligence in flight

operations. With live eVTOL demos expected, Kigali is once again proving that while others

retrofit for sustainability, Africa has the chance to build smart from the start.

Behind the scenes, foundational platforms like MRO Africa (based in Addis Ababa) and Air

Finance Africa (based in Johannesburg) are ensuring the machinery of aviation runs smoothly.

MRO Africa is strengthening the continent’s ability to maintain and repair its fleets, saving

millions and increasing operational efficiency. Meanwhile, Air Finance Africa provides much-

needed access to capital by connecting African carriers with financiers, aircraft lessors, and

investors.

Earlier this year - in May 2025 - Kigali hosted the AFRAA Aviation Stakeholders Convention,

bringing together airlines, regulators, and service providers to align on digital transformation,

safety standards, and climate-conscious operations. In an industry often fragmented by

regulation and geography, such events are critical to long-term unity and strategic growth.

Beyond the flagship forums, several niche and specialized gatherings are also making waves.

Livingstone Aviation Week and the African Air Chiefs Symposium may operate on a smaller

scale, but they touch vital sectors—general aviation, civil-military coordination, regional logistics,

and pilot training. These events ensure that aviation development in Africa is holistic, inclusive,

and far-reaching.

What’s emerging from all of this is a clear picture: African aviation events are no longer just

calendar entries—they are catalysts. They’re unlocking new routes, modernizing fleets,

investing in human capital, building local maintenance capabilities, attracting capital, and most

importantly, inspiring the next generation.



As someone who lives and breathes aviation—not only as a journalist but also as a pilot—I can

say with conviction: Africa is not waiting for permission to fly. It’s building its own runway.

These events are not just moments—they are movements. And their momentum is unmistakably

lifting African aviation to new altitudes.

 

Author : Ronnie Afema

Afema Ronnie is a dedicated aviation sustainability leader and business development strategist with a robust

background in sustainable air transport management. Holding both a Master’s degree in Sustainable Air

Transport Management and a Bachelor’s in Business Analytics, he is also a licensed pilot with extensive

experience in the aviation industry. As an award-winning sustainability advocate and recipient of the African

Aviation Sustainability Award 2023, Afema has driven transformative climate action within the sector.

His expertise spans strategic business development, project management, and the implementation of

pioneering sustainable aviation practices. Through his work as an aviation journalist and AviaDev

Ambassador (2022), Afema continues to influence industry advancements and champion innovative solutions

for a greener future.


